MINUTES OF THE 2010 SPRING MEETING--DRAFT
TENNESSEE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

MAY 1, 2010
KNOXVILLE, TN

TOS Board of Directors Meeting

The TOS 2010 Spring Meeting was held April 30-May 2 at the Knoxville Zoo, hosted by the Knoxville Chapter.  Field trips were offered to Sharps Ridge, Kyker Bottoms Wildlife Refuge, Seven Island Wildlife Refuge, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Cove Lake State Park and Cross Mountain, and Three Bend Wildlife Refuge.

The Directors’ Meeting was called to order by President Dick Preston at 3:10.  It was established that a quorum was met. The minutes of the TOS Fall 2009 Meeting were distributed, and no changes were made.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS AT LARGE

President (Dick Preston): No report.

Vice Presidents: No reports were given from the Vice Presidents from West Tennessee (Forrest Priddy) or Middle Tennessee (Melinda Welton).  East Tennessee Vice President Tony King requested the support of TOS for Operation Migration.  Tony suggested that each chapter sponsor a mile at a cost of $200/mile.
Directors-at-Large: No reports.

Secretary: Laura McCall requested that chapters send an email to Chuck Nicholson with their current list of Directors.  Dick added that he gets requests for information on chapters, so it is important to keep contact information updated.

Treasurer:  Mac McWhirter reported that the Society remains in sound financial condition. For calendar year 2009 we had revenues of $35,577 and expenses totaling $10,408, resulting in a surplus of $25,169. This surplus was primarily a result of a rebound in the value of investments from the financial market decline a year and a half ago and the fact that only one Migrant issue was published during 2009. Investment earning and appreciation for 2009 was $25,432. 

The investment portfolio of TOS has recovered well over the past year and reached a value of $217,587 at December 31, 2009, compared to a low point during the financial crisis of $189,000. 

The Conservation and Research Restricted Fund is currently $6,544.

Memberships for calendar year 2009 totaled 681, a decrease from 2008 and a sign of continuing difficult economic times.

Following Mac’s report on membership levels, there was a discussion about how to improve these numbers.  One suggestion was to make an appeal to users of the TN-Bird listserv to join by reminding them, perhaps through a header on all messages, that TOS makes this important resource possible.  Dick said he would contact TN-Bird Moderator Wallace Coffey about this.
Curator: Chuck Nicholson reiterated the importance of keeping chapter information up-to-date and asked that chapters send their newsletters for posting to the TOS website.  He noted that he continues to build out the Bird Finding Guide on the website, which gets lots of use.  There are many sites in East Tennessee, but nothing in Middle Tennessee outside of the Nashville Area, and West Tennessee is virtually a black hole.  Chuck also receives many general emails through the website, so the website serves as an important tool for recruiting new members to TOS.
Tennessee Warbler Newsletter: Editor Theresa Graham announced that the deadline for submissions to the August issue would be June 30.

Migrant: Editor Chris Welsh reported that the 2008 annual issue had gone out, and that the 2009 issue should be in the mail.  Chris said the March 2010 and June 2010 issues were almost ready as well.  He added that the publication really needs more submissions, including interesting sightings and scientific articles. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Conservation Policy Committee(CPC): Co-chair Melinda Welton reported on the activities of the CPC.  

Tennessee Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights – TOS signed on as a supporter of the Tennessee Children’s Outdoor Bill of Rights, which unanimously passed both houses.

Tennessee Real Estate Transfer Fund - TOS sent a letter to Governor Bredeson thanking him for reinstating the TN Real Estate Transfer Fund in his budget and contacted key members of the House and Senate Environmental Committees to ask them to keep the fund in the final budget. Two Action Alerts have been sent to members through TN-Bird asking them to do the same.

Scenic Vistas Protection Act – TOS sent letters to all members of the Tennessee State Science Committee in support of the bill, which would prevent mountaintop mining above 2,000’. The bill failed to make it out of committee.

Habitat Conservation Plan – TOS sent a letter to Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency Director Ed Carter, expressing the desire that the North Cumberlands Forest Resources Habitat Conservation Plan, which is currently being prepared by TWRA, contain provisions that will promote sustaining the Cerulean Warbler at its current habitat and population levels.

Zack Wamp’s Statement on Benefits to Birds From Coal Mining – TOS sent a letter to the Congressman and gubernatorial hopeful regarding his public comment that coal mining is “good for birds, and good for the environment.” Melinda Welton and Dick Preston were also quoted in articles appearing in The Tennesseean, and Knoxville News Sentinel, where they attempted to set the record straight.

International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) – TOS signed on to a letter asking President Obama to proclaim May 8, 2010 as IMBD.

Federal Bird-Safe Buildings Act of 2010 – TOS sent letters to all members of TN’s Congressional delegation, asking them to become co-sponsors of the bill, which would require all new federal building construction or renovation to incorporate bird-safe design and materials. 

Melinda also noted that current Committee member Gregg Elliott will be replacing Bob Hatcher as Co-chair and that the Committee is looking for another member, preferably from the southeastern part of the state, as Kevin Calhoon would like to step down.

Finance Committee: Chairman Ron Hoff had no report. Mac McWhirter asked about the renewal of the Directors & Officers liability policy.  Ron made the motion that the liability policy be renewed for three years. Steven Routledge seconded the motion, and the motion carried.
Publications Committee: Chairman Chris Welsh brought up the issue of advertisements, and it was noted that, as of yet, no one has sought to put ads in the Warbler.  A discussion followed about running book reviews in the Warbler and/or The Migrant.  Chris said he felt it should be at the discretion of the editor, and that, since we’ve been doing that all along, no change in policy would be needed.

Collateral Materials: Donna Ward announced that patches, decals Migrant CDs, and John Robinson’s Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Tennessee were for sale on the table. Dick suggested that each chapter buy a few patches to give to new members.

TN-Bird: No report.

Constitution and Bylaws Committee: Committee representative Susan McWhirter had no report but solicited members’ opinions about whether to allow non-members to serve on the Tennessee Bird Records Committee.  The Committee is considering this issue and will develop a proposal for the Fall 2010 Meeting, to be voted on at the Spring 2011 Meeting, if a constitutional amendment is to be made.  

Distinguished Service Awards: Dick announced that the nominees would be presented at the Business Meeting later in the evening.

OLD BUSINESS

Duck Stamps: Dick said the new stamps would be available July 1, and he would make them available for sale again at the Fall 2010 Meeting.  Last year, 43 of 50 sold.  On the topic of conservation funding, Melinda Welton suggested that every TOS member should have a Watchable Wildlife (Bluebird) license plate.

Birding Trails: State Ornithologist Scott Somershoe reported first on the success of the Watchable Wildlife website.  To date, the site has logged over 20,000 unique users, from 50 different countries. It has received 178,000 page hits and generated a handful of donations.  The Facebook page has 1000 fans.

Scott said he is trying to put together a trifold map/brochure of places to watch wildlife, and maybe even a bigger wildlife-watching trail. He is looking for people who would like to be involved in developing a system.

NEW BUSINESS

TOS 100th Anniversary – Linda Kelly announced that 2015 would be the 100-year anniversary of TOS’s inception, and she advised that we give some thought to how we would like to celebrate.  Dick moved to award the hosting of the 2015 Spring Meeting to Nashville. The motion was seconded by Ron Hoff, and the motion carried.

Migrant Editor Resignation:  Chuck Nicholson reported that Migrant editor Chris Welsh would be stepping down.  Chris submitted his resignation, to take effect after the June 2010 publication. His resignation was accepted. Dick moved that the vacancy be filled by Dr. David Aborn. Dollyann Myers seconded.  The motion carried.

Spring Meeting Schedule: Dick called attention to the list of Spring Meeting hosts that had been distributed prior to the meeting. With the approval of the 2015 meeting to be held in Nashville, the only locations in question over the next five years are those for the 2013 and 2014 Spring Meetings. Dick tentatively listed Chattanooga and Knoxville as the hosts for 2013 and 2014, respectively.

Fall Meeting 2010:  Lisa Trail announced the details of the Fall 2010 Meeting, to be hosted by the Highland Rim Chapter October 1-3 in Manchester.

Spring Meeting 2011: The Spring 2011 Meeting will be hosted by the Memphis Chapter.

President-Elect: Dick announced that no one had yet accepted the nomination for President-Elect. He said this would hopefully be resolved by the end of the weekend.  According to the rotation schedule, it is East Tennessee’s turn to have the presidency.

TOS President Rotation:  Dick asked the group to consider whether the rotation schedule is a problem. The matter was turned over to the Constitution and Bylaws Committee for consideration.

Charitable Donations: Virginia Reynolds moved to donate $200 to the Knoxville Zoo, which had made their facilities available for the meeting free of charge. Mac McWhirter seconded the motion, and it carried.  

Mac indicated that TOS would continue membership in American Bird Conservancy and asked whether we should make other donations.  Ron Hoff moved to fund two miles with Operation Migration for $400.  The motion, which was seconded by Tony King, carried.  Discussion followed, and the Finance Committee was asked to provide the Board with guidance on how to better organize the Society’s charitable contributions.

The meeting adjourned at 5:30.
TOS Annual Business Meeting

The 2010 TOS Annual Business Meeting was held May 1 at the Knoxville Zoo.  Knoxville Chapter President Mark Armstrong welcomed everyone. TOS President Dick Preston called the meeting to order at 7:20.  Dick recognized Mark and all the members of the Knoxville Chapter who had contributed to the meeting’s success.  He also thanked the Knoxville Zoo for the use of their facilities for the meetings and banquet.

The highlights of the Board of Directors’ meeting were shared with the membership.  Treasurer Mac McWhirter gave a summary of the state of TOS’s financial standing.  Details of the Fall 2010 Meeting were shared, as were the decisions to move the 2015 Spring Meeting to Nashville and to shuffle the intervening spring meetings.  Dick announced the Board’s decision to donate $400 to Operation Migration and $200 to the Knoxville Zoo.

Distinguished Service Awards: Mark Armstrong presented a distinguished service award to Chris Welsh of Knoxville.  Jan Shaw presented a distinguished service award to Melinda Welton of the Nashville Chapter.  The nominations will appear in the Tennessee Warbler. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45.  Afterwards, Mark Armstrong introduced the speaker, State Ornithologist Scott Somershoe.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura McCall, Secretary
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