MINUTES OF THE 2007 FALL CONFERENCE MEETING – DRAFT of 11/27/07
Tennessee Ornithological Society Directors Meeting

Manchester, TN 

November 3, 2007

The TOS 2007 Fall Conference was held at the Ambassador Inn of Manchester, TN on November 2-4, 2007.   It was hosted by the Highland Rim Chapter.  Field trips were offered to:  Arnold Engineering & Development Center (AEDC), Woods Reservoir, Old Stone Fort Archaeological Park, and Short Springs State Natural Area.  
The Directors Meeting was called to order by President Richard Connors at 4:30 p.m.  The minutes from the spring 2007 meeting, held on May 5, 2007, were distributed and approved with one minor revision, as corrected.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Mac McWhirter reported that all the TOS investments have been moved to the Vanguard Funds, with about 55 percent in the prime money market, with the rest spread about equally among other Vanguard stock funds.    

CURATOR/WEB PAGE REPORT:  Ron Hoff advised that, if anyone has any Migrants that are not needed anymore, that TOS would like to have them.  For example, Ruth Luckado is planning to soon donate her many years of the Migrant to the TOS Curator collection for future re-distribution as needed.  Ron has all back issues archived at his home, with some of the older ones being pretty rare.  He keeps at least five originals of all back issues.  He distributes copies, rather than originals, for issues with five or less remaining original issues. 

In May, Chuck Nicholson recorded about 14,000 hits on the TOS web site.  Tennessee’s “Important Bird Areas” site is now accessible via the TOS web site.  He requested that TOS members submit descriptions of their favorite birding sites to aid birding visitors and locals alike.   
MIGRANT EDITOR’S REPORT:  Chris Welch urged members to write articles about their research and other items of interest for The Migrant.  Information from the Bird Records Committee would be very beneficial, especially if there would be good pictures to go with them.  Pictures are encouraged for all articles.  There will be a full listing of all TOS members in the December, 2006 issue, which will be available soon.  The Migrant CD’s are still available at $5.00.  At the suggestion of Ron Hoff, the group gave Chris a “hearty applause” for his work as Migrant editor.  
Tennessee Warbler Newsletter Editor Report:  Theresa Graham could not be present, but Richard Connors reported that she is still serving, while waiting for someone to replace her as editor.  

Bird Records Committee Report:  Dean Edwards, Mark Greene, John Henderson, Kevin Calhoon, Don Miller, Jan Shaw & Phillip Casteel (alt.)
Dean Edwards (e-mail kde@utk.edu) advised Mark Greene will replace Dick Preston, whose term is expiring.  Dean Edwards is to return for a second term until 2010 and will continue as Committee Secretary.  The Committee has reviewed 30 records this year, with 27 accepted and 3 rejected.  New state records were received for:  Cackling Goose (7 records), Greater Shearwater (post-Katrina sighting in Rutherford County), South Polar Skua (post Katrina sighting on Pickwick Lake) and Black-throated Sparrow (observed by many in Lincoln County).  A full records report will submitted to The Migrant during the winter of 2007-08.  

The Committee has developed a revised list of the birds of Tennessee.  
Dean Edwards will soon submit to the TOS web site:  Committee historical information, guidelines for species documentation, and the status of species documentations in Tennessee.  Archived Committee documented records, currently stored at UTK have limited access.  They are therefore to be made available online as time permits over the next few years.  

The above Committee members were accepted by voice vote of the Directors.  
Conservation Policy Committee: Melinda Welton, Bob Hatcher, David Vogt, Dick Preston, Van Harris, Chuck Nicholson.  

Co-chair Bob Hatcher reported on the following Committee activities since the May 5, 2007 Directors Meeting:
· Heart of the Cumberland Initiative:   TOS sent many letters and made many phone calls in support of an appropriation to for purchase of at least 124,000 acres on the Cumberland Plateau.  A one-time $82 million appropriation was approved in the final 2007 Tennessee State Budget.  Some of these 124,000 acres will be directly purchased and added to Frozen Head, others will include a 10-year timber lease to Lyme and then will revert to the state  Areas that are especially sensitive will have conservation easements governing sustainable forestry practices and public access. These “special management zones” include a huge amount of prime Cerulean Warbler nesting habitat. TWRA will eventually have management oversight over most of this land.  Details will be in the December issue of The Warbler.    Scott Somershoe, State Ornithologist, advised that he has been a participant in upgrading the above-cited 124,000 acres to an even higher acreage.  
· Legal Protection After Bald Eagle Delisting:    After earlier comments by TOS, on June 28, 2007 Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne announced the removal of the Bald Eagle from Threatened status.  Even though the Bald Eagle will no longer be listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act, it will receive special protections under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA).  “Disturbance” of Bald and Golden Eagles is prohibited by the Act, even in Alaska, where they were never listed.  The following new definition of “disturb” in the Act summarized as:  PROHIBITING:   “agitating a bald or golden eagle, causing, or likely to cause:  (1) injury,  (2) decrease in productivity, or (3) nest abandonment” 
· TOS to be represented at Sustainability Conference:   Richard Connors will be representing TOS at a 2007 Summit for a Sustainable Tennessee. This conference is being sponsored by The Tennessee Environmental Council and Tennessee Conservation Voters and will be held November 15 – 17 in Nashville. The primary goal of the summit is to “help create, prioritize and advance a statewide sustainability agenda and action plan.” Bird conservation objectives will now be part of this agenda.
· Proposed USFWS Rule Authorizing Native Americans to Utilize Non-Eagle Feathers & Bird Parts for Religious Purposes:   The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act allows the USFWS to provide controlled distribution of eagle feathers and parts to Native Americans.  Other federal laws and policies have set the stage for extending this to non-eagle bird species.  The USFWS now intends to prepare an environmental assessment for a possible proposed regulation for the legal acquisition by Native Americans of non-eagle feathers for religious/spiritual use.  

The following are the major four of eleven recommendations submitted by TOS:  
1) No live native non-game birds are to be allowed to be taken from the wild via 
hunting or other methods, 2) Sources of native non-game U.S. birds are to be 
from federally and state permitted bird rehabilitators, or the equivalent, that are 
agreeable and 
authorized to participate.  3) Provide the native non-game bird 
feathers and other bird parts with same eligibility for receipt as required for eagle 
feather and part recipients.  4) Provide high deterrent penalties for all 
persons, including those intended to benefit by the proposed rules, for 
unlawfully possessing, transporting, 
using, selling the feathers or parts of 
federally protected bird species.

· TOS on Steering Committee for Habitat Conservation Plan for the Cumberlands:  Melinda Welton will represent TOS on the Steering Committee that is preparing the first Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) for Tennessee. Resource users, landowners, conservationists, and state and local government entities will be involved in developing this plan. The purpose of the plan is to protect multiple species of threatened, endangered and animals and plants of high conservation concern by proactively planning their conservation needs into development other land use activities while respecting private property rights.
· Scott’s Gulf Land Acquisition:  Thank you letters are being prepared to Senators Corker and Alexander and to Representative Lincoln Davis for helping to obtain Forest Legacy funding for 2,000 acres in Scott’s Gulf. Also to Governor Bredesen for the $500,000 matching funds from the Conservation Heritage Trust Fund for this project. 

Further details for each activity will be in the December, 2007 issue of The Warbler
The above Committee members were accepted by voice vote of the Directors.  
Conservation Research and Funding Committee: Scott Somershoe …

David Pitts, Chuck Nicholson)

Richard Connors advised that this Committee has not been active since key members of the Committee moved from the state (Charlie Muise, Linda Zemple, and Joel Keebles).  He wants to reactivate the Committee and will appoint two additional persons to add to the above three members before the TOS Spring meeting.  
Publications Committee: (Theresa Graham, Chris Welch, Wallace Coffey, Chuck Nicholson, and Richard Connors) 

Richard Connors advised he will serve on the Committee as an ex-officio member.  Chuck Nicholson, Chris Welch and Wallace Coffey also agreed to serve also on the Committee.  Richard Connors reported that Theresa Graham has agreed to remain on the Committee until a replacement is found for her as editor of The Warbler, for which Richard has a lead for a good possibility.  The above members were accepted by acclimation.  
Finance Committee:   (Ron Hoff, David Trently, Danny Gaddy, and Richard Connors as ex-officio member) 
Richard Connors advised that Ron Hoff and Danny Gaddy have agreed to continue on the Committee. He will contact David Trently to confirm his continuation.  During the discussion of liability insurance, under “Old Business”, Richard also accepted Mac McWhirter’s volunteer service on the committee concerning this issue.   The members were accepted by acclimation.   
Collateral Materials:  Donna Ward 
Donna Ward reported she has some decals, birder visitor cards, etc. available at the fall conference.  She and Mac McWhirter also have Migrant CD’s available @ $5.00. 
TnBird :  Wallace Coffey
Wallace Coffey advised there are approximately 600 subscribers to TnBirds.  The Directors commended Wallace for administering TnBirds as an excellent communications outlet for birders. Wallace advised that participants should be aware that the system may archive submitted messages anywhere from instantaneously up to approximately 24 hours, for a variety of reasons.   Richard Connors accepted Wallace’s recommendation someone appointed to assist and back up Wallace as TnBird Manager.  Wallace advised he will provide a recommendation for this.  
Old Business

TOS Insurance:  Mac McWhirter has talked to 3 or 4 risk management specialists concerning liability insurance for non-profit organizations, such as TOS.  There is a need for liability insurance for Directors and officers to carry out official TOS business for publications, personal injury, etc. that may stem from:  perceived:   copyright infringement, libel, slander, defamation, mismanagement of funds, and related to any normal duties of directors and officers at the state and chapter levels.   There is also a need for general liability insurance is similar to homeowners insurance.  It provides liability protection related to bodily injury, property damage, etc.  It would be for protection of TOS members, performing regular sanctioned activities of TOS, including the state and chapter levels of volunteer participation, such as hike leaders, tour drivers, etc.  An annual premium of $2,000 to $2,500 would include personal injury coverage for $1 million liability, or more, for each of the Officer/Directors and General Liability insurance.  This would cover duly authorized TOS:  publications, hikes, field trips, bird counts, etc.  However, liability insurance would not cover persons guilty of intoxication, etc, resulting in damage, bodily injury, etc.  Mac recommended that the TOS Finance Committee, as well as Wallace Coffey, review these options.  Mac advised that “release forms” can be used for awareness purposes concerning possible dangers, but they usually don’t carry legal status in court.
New Business
Winter meeting dates and place 
Danny Gaddy recommended that the TOS winter meeting avoid conflict with the Sandhill Crane weekend, which TWRA has proposed each year on Saturday and Sunday of the Martin Luther King holiday weekend, which will be January 19 and 20, 2008.  Richard advised it might sometimes be done in conjunction with Sandhill Crane Weekend.  Richard proposed the winter meeting at  Paris Landing State Park on Saturday, February 9, 2008, pending his confirmation of available facilities there.  If so, he will make necessary arrangements for lodging, a meeting room, and field trips.

Memorial Day Weekend Foray

David Vogt recommended that TOS keep their calendars open for a possible Memorial Day weekend foray, possibly to be sponsored by the Chattanooga TOS and Cherokee National Forest.  

Spring Meeting, 2008

Dick Preston reported that the Spring Meeting will be April 25, 26, and 27, 2008 at Shelby-Meeman State Park near Memphis.  Full details are to be published in the next issue of The Warbler.  Advance registration is requested due to two different choices of meals, which need to be ordered in advance. 
Respectfully submitted by Bob Hatcher, Acting Secretary 

PAGE  
1

