First documented American Woodcock nest in Weakley County: the 30th Tennessee county with a confirmed woodcock nest.

T. David Pitts, Department of Biological Sciences, University of Tennessee at Martin, Martin, TN 38238

Relatively little is known about the reproductive biology of American Woodcock in Tennessee, primarily because nests are notoriously difficult to find.  In 1977, woodcock nests had been reported from 12 Tennessee counties; in 1987, the total was 14 counties; and, in 1997, following completion of the Breeding Bird Atlas, the total was 29.  In 2005 I studied a woodcock nest in Weakley County, apparently the 30th county with a confirmed woodcock nest.  The nest was on a timber farm that was mostly clear-cut in 1999 and replanted with pines in 2000.  The four eggs in the nest hatched on 23 March.  Assuming a 20-22 day incubation period, the first egg was laid on 26-28 February.  The eggs were similar in size and mass to those from other parts of the range; mean length was 38.75 mm, mean width was 29.40 mm, and mean mass was 14.65 g on the day prior to hatching.  On 10 of 13 visits to the active nest an adult, presumably the female, flushed from the nest.  On two of those 10 occasions the departing adult defecated on the nest, apparently in response to being startled not in an attempt to protect the eggs by deterring predators as occurs in some waterfowl.  The 2005 nest site was not used for nesting in either 2006 or 2007.  

A New Approach to Breeding Season Point Counts in Tennessee

Scott Somershoe, State Ornithologist, 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, Nashville, TN

Point count bird surveys were conducted at the Tensas River National Wildlife Refuge in northeast Louisiana in summer 2003 - 2004.  Using point count data, we compared breeding densities of 23 Neotropical migrant and resident species across three silviculture treatments, i.e. uncut forest, thinned forest stands, and stands thinned with 1-3 acre clear cuts.  From 2003 - 2004, we also assessed capture rates of birds through mist-netting on the aforementioned treatments which ranged from 0 to 14 years post-harvest.  We found significantly higher densities of early-successional species that prefer an open forest canopy and thick understory in harvested stands, while we found higher densities of mature, closed canopy forest species in stands with no timber harvest.  Banding data showed significant and valuable patterns in capture rates relating to time since the stand was harvested.  In order to make effective and appropriate forest management decisions for birds in Tennessee, we must have a greater understanding of how timber management affects bird populations across the state.  Thus, I plan to modify point count routes in Tennessee to ask the same type of questions related to types of timber management and time since timber harvest.  I will present a basic outline for the modified approach including collecting vegetation data and the expected results.  

Ten Years of Fall Banding at Whigg Meadow, Cherokee National Forest, Monroe Co. TN
David Vogt, 5319 Mountain Creek Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37415, dfvogt@netzero.com

Whigg Meadow is a high elevation (1490 meters) clearing located in the Unicoi Mountains in Cherokee National Forest. Bird banding activities were conducted here yearly during the month of September from 1998 through 2007. During this period a total of 9189 net hours have been accumulated and 9422 individuals of 72 species have been banded for a cumulative capture rate of 103 birds/100 net hours. Annual capture rates have varied from 38 birds/net hour in 1998 to 225 birds/100 net hours in 2002. The 5 most frequently captured species are Tennessee Warbler, Swainsons Thrush, Dark-eyed Junco, Black-throated Blue Warbler and Magnolia Warbler. During the 10 year study period seven of the 3833 Tennessee Warblers banded at this location were recaptured on the site in subsequent years. . 

Bird Studies at Arnold Engineering Development Center

George R. Wyckoff and John W. Lamb, AEDC
(no abstract submitted)

Challenger Opens Doors for Eagles and Wildlife

Bob Hatcher, Nashville, TN
Challenger is a bald eagle that never learned to feed himself in the wild, but he has opened many doors for eagles and wildlife nationwide.  Since 1989, he has served as an educational ambassador with the American Eagle Foundation of Pigeon Forge, TN.  He has free-flown during the National Anthem of about 115 university and professional sporting events.  He has flown during the opening ceremonies of approximately 145 major conferences.  This includes five World Series games, three NFL All-Pro games, national championship NCAA football and basketball games, and delisting ceremonies for the bald eagle..  This exposure has greatly increased public awareness and support of bald eagles.  It has also significantly influenced Congress to provide programs and funding benefiting eagles and other wildlife.  This includes annual State Wildlife Grant Programs and an endowment fund "nest egg" of up to $10 million for nationwide eagle projects.  

