Draft Minutes of the 2009 Fall Meeting

Tennessee Ornithological Society

November 7, 2009

Columbia, Tennessee

TOS Board of Directors Meeting

The TOS 2009 fall meeting was held in Columbia, Tennessee, November 6-9, hosted by the Columbia chapter.  Field trips were offered to Monsanto ponds and Williamsport Lakes.  

The Directors meeting was called to order by President Dick Preston.  Acting Secretary Donna Ward announced that a quorum had been met.  Van Harris made the motion, with Joanne Routledge, second, that the minutes be approved as printed.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Vice-Presidents:        

West TN.     No Report

Middle TN.  No Report

Dick stated that the office of Vice-President from east Tennessee is vacant and will need to be filled.  He has asked the Board of Directors to locate persons who might be willing to serve as Vice-President from east Tennessee.  
Directors at Large:  Dick placed in nomination Donna Ward, Larry Routledge, and Dr.Stephen Routledge as the three state directors and Chuck Nicholson as curator and webmaster.  Ron Hoff seconded the motion.  

The motion passed unanimously.  
Secretary’s Report:  Dick expressed appreciation to Donna Ward for substituting for Secretary Laura McCall.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Mac McWhirter, treasurer, who was unable to attend the meeting, sent the following report:  The investments of TOS have made a very good recovery in the market upturn we have experienced since March 9th, gaining back about $22,000.  We are still approximately $7,000 below the high point.  

As we discussed at the Spring meeting in Nashville, the economic downturn has had a significant effect on membership renewals in 2009.  I project that the 2009 membership will be down approximately 8% to 9% from 2008 levels.  

Finally, we have made progress in obtaining more e-mail addresses from our members.  We now have approximately 60% of all members on the distribution list.  Given the fact that about 20% of those can be expected not to be valid, we still should be able to electronically contact at least 50% of our membership.  So, with the first “Warbler” published in 2010, I would like to try an electronic notification of access to the current “Warbler” to save mailing costs, printing costs, and maybe a tree or two. 
Curator/Webmaster:  Dick asks that the directors representing their chapters review the information on the website in order to keep the officers, directors, and contact information current.  

Migrant Editor:  No Report  

“Tennessee Warbler” Editor:  Theresa Graham noted that we have an extension on the upcoming copy of “The Tennessee Warbler” so that information could be obtained from this meeting.  She noted that the next copy of “The Warbler” will be sent out in April and that the deadline for submitting material is February 28th.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Bird Records Committee:  Dean Edwards, secretary of the Bird Records Committee, listed the other current members of the group:  Don Miller, Kevin Calhoon, John Henderson, Jan Shaw, Mark Greene  and Philip Casteel, alternate.  Dean reported that there were twenty-two bird records under review.  Of those, twenty were accepted and two were rejected.  There were two additions to the state list.  The Chestnut-Collared Longspur was found on the Reelfoot Lake Christmas Bird Count  and a Green Violet Ear was found in Shelby County.  In addition, they reviewed the status of the Trumpeter Swan.  The committee voted unanimously to accept the Trumpeter Swan as accidental.  The record of the Reddish Egret from Rankin Bottoms was accepted.  Based on current evidence, the committee voted unanimously to remove the Masked Duck from the state bird list.  The current state bird list includes 417 species.  Kevin Calhoon and Jan Shaw are finishing their first term, and are willing to complete a second term.  They have been nominated for a second term.  John Henderson is finishing his second term and will need a replacement.  Dean Edwards announced the following nominees for placement on the Bird Records Committee:  Chris Sloan, Allen Trently and Michael Todd.  

Conservation and Research Funding Committee:  Dick stated that members of the committee would need to elect a chairperson, and that Virginia Reynolds has agreed to serve on the committee as a  representative from West Tennessee.  

Conservation Policy Committee:   The members of the committee are Melinda Welton and Bob Hatcher, co-chairs, and Dick Preston, Chuck Nicholson, Kevin Calhoon and Gregg Elliott.   Melinda Welton presented the following report of the committee:  
Comprehensive Climate, Energy, and Wildlife Legislation: TOS signed-on to the National Wildlife Federation, urging Senate passage of climate change and wildlife legislation.  
Categorical Exclusion of Broadband Towers from Environmental Review:  TOS signed on to a National Audubon Society letter to the national Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  The letter urged against allowing a categorical exclusion for all broadband towers from environmental review, as had been proposed in the Federal Register on July 9, 2009.  

Full funding for Land and Water Conservation Fund HR 3534:  TOS wrote letters to all TN members of the House of Representatives, as well as signing-on to a letter prepared by the TN Parks and Greenways Foundation in support of a provision within HR 3534 that would provide full funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund.  This fund is an important tool for acquiring public land in Tennessee and has been responsible for the purchase of 58,600 acres across the state.  

Posting Action Alerts on TN Birds:  In order to engage more TOS members in conservation actions, the Conservation Policy Committee agreed to start posting Action Alerts from time to time on TN Birds.  These alerts will clearly state the action requested with background information on the issue.  The action will usually be a phone call or letter to one or several state representatives, members of the TN delegation to Washington, or a government agency.  
Appalachian Restoration Act S. 696:  TOS sent a letter to Senator Alexander thanking him for being a co-sponsor of S. 696, the “Appalachian Restoration Act”.This bill would protect streams from being polluted and buried by waste created during mountaintop removal coal mining.  Passage of this bill could curb this destructive mining method and directly benefit several declining forest bird species including the rapidly declining Cerulean Warbler.  A similar letter was sent to Senator Corker asking him to become a co-sponsor.  

Petition to Revoke Import Tolerances of 13 Pesticides:  TOS sent a letter to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in support of an American Bird Conservancy petition to ban the importation of crops  containing any residues of 13 pesticides known to be highly toxic to birds.  

Comments on new use for Kaput-D (diphacinone and imidacloprid) EPA –HQ-OPP-2009-0625):  TOS submitted comments to the EPA concerning  use of Kaput-D bait for prairie dog elimination.  This rodenticide is not selective to the target species and non-target mammals and birds are at risk of being poisoned.  

Green Forest Works for Appalachia Program:  At the request of the Bird Conservation Alliance (BCA), TOS sent a letter to Senator Alexander asking his support for $15 million in the FY 2011 Interior appropriations bill to begin implementing the Green Forest Works for Appalachia program.  

Proposed Suspension and Modification of Nationwide Permit (NWP) 21:  The TOS submitted comments in support of the Proposed  Suspension and Modification of Nationwide Permit (NWP) 21. This program was originally established to streamline the permitting process for certain types of minor fill deposits created during surface mining.  

Melinda presented a report about the Watchable Wildlife website.  She said that it will include species descriptions of most of the birds found in Tennessee and photographs for identification.  Members can click and go to e-bird, with information specific for Tennessee.  There is also a site panel to click places to see wildlife in Tennessee, and the areas are divided by region.  An interactive Google map is included in order to help birders find directions to explore different areas of the state.  
Dick commented that the Conservation Policy Committee members have done an outstanding job in representing the TOS.  Dick also noted that the Conservation Policy Committee has written letters to support full Interior Department funding.  The Interior Department budget has increased to include an amount of 105 million dollars over the past three years.  He noted that the TOS often receives requests from the American Bird Conservancy, asking that members e-mail or write state legislators with concerns regarding conservation.  He expressed that communication from individuals was more effective than from group letters.  

Dick announced that he received a message from a former Nashville resident and TVA employee, who would like to donate some original Alexander Wilson and Audubon prints to the TOS.  They are museum-quality prints, and Dick recommended that the prints be placed on display at the Radnor Lake Visitor Center in Nashville.  

Finance Committee:  Ron Hoff commended Treasurer Mac McWhirter for the outstanding job that he does as treasurer of the TOS.  

Publications Committee:  No Report  

Collateral Materials:  Donna Ward announced that the TOS patches and decals, along with copies of John Robinson’s “Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Tennessee,” were available for sale on the  back table.  

TN-Bird Moderator:  No Report

Nominating Committee:  Dick reported that the Nominating Committee consists of the following persons:  Danny Gaddy from East Tennessee, Amy Potter from Middle Tennessee and Van Harris from West Tennessee.  He expressed that the next TOS president would be selected from East Tennessee.  

Constitution and By Laws Review Committee:  The following are members of the Constitution and By-Laws Review Committee:  Danny Gaddy, Richard Connors and Susan McWhirter.  Richard Connors suggested that a review needs to be made of the constitution and asked that the members of the committee make recommendations about any modifications to the Constitution and By-Laws.  

OLD BUSINESS:  Duck Stamps:  Dick explained that the sale of duck stamps is a very effective method of helping fund conservation programs in the wildlife refuge system.  He stated that he obtained 50 of the stamps on consignment for the TOS.  He said that the price of a duck stamp is $15.00 and that he will have them available at each TOS meeting.  
Spring Meeting:  The Spring 2010 meeting will be held in Knoxville, TN., and Ron Hoff reported that the meeting will be centered at the Knoxville Zoo.  The hotel is eight miles from the zoo at the Strawberry Plains exit on the eastern side of Knoxville.  Ron said that this location is accessible to several birding sites.  

Dick noted that the Spring 2011 meeting will be located in Memphis, TN.  

NEW BUSINESS:  TWRA/TOS Liaison:  Melinda Welton was appointed TOS liaison to the TWRA.  Dick encouraged continued cooperation of TWRA and The TOS.  Bob Hatcher stated that since 1995, the TWRA has sold 200,000 Watchable Wildlife license plates.  It was noted that Bob Hatcher is the person most responsible for the Bluebird license plate.  

Winter Meeting:  Dick reported that the location of the winter meeting will be Reelfoot Lake, and that the date will be January 29-31, 2010.  He noted that Knox Martin will be presenting a program on raptors on Saturday night, January 30.  

Non-members of the Tennessee Bird Records Committee:  Dean Edwards, secretary of the Tennessee Bird Records Committee, stated that presently there are no requirements that members of the committee be also members of the TOS.  Recently, a non-member of the TOS has requested participation on the Bird Records Committee.  After extensive discussion by the Board of Directors, Dick asked Danny Gaddy, Richard Connors, and Susan McWhirter to formulate a policy regarding participation by non-members of the TOS on the TBRC and to vote on it at the spring meeting. 

Dick asked that members select nominees for Distinguished Service Award selections and present them at the spring meeting. The meeting was adjourned.  

                                                               Donna Ward
