MINUTES OF THE 2008 FALL MEETING—DRAFT 

TENNESSEE ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY DIRECTORS

NOVEMBER 8, 2008

CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE

The TOS Fall 2008 Meeting was held November 7-9, 2008, at the Chattanooga Nature Center in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  It was hosted by the Chattanooga Chapter of TOS.  Field trips were offered to the Honors Golf Course, Brainerd Levee, Standifer Gap Marsh, and Nickajack Lake.

The research symposium featured presentations on research and management of birds in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Pileated Woodpeckers on the Cumberland Plateau, effects of exurbanization on avian diversity in Sewanee, possible competition between waterfowl and Sandhill Cranes at Hiwassee Wildlife Refuge, sampling biases in Breeding Bird Surveys, results of banding studies at Greenway Farms, and an overview of the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency’s Nongame Species programs.

The meeting was called to order by President Richard Connors at 4:40 p.m.  Secretary Laura McCall announced that a quorum had been met.  The minutes of the Spring 2008 Meeting, which had been distributed electronically prior to the meeting, were approved with corrections.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:  Richard remarked that the last few months had been busy for TOS. Richard attended a Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) meeting, and the Conservation Research and Funding Committee, the Finance Committee, and the Conservation Policy Committee have also been active this summer.  TOS was a sponsor of the Natural Areas Conference in Nashville.  Hap Chambers had contacted Richard about commenting on the lake level drawdown at Lake Barkley, and Richard, along with other TOS representatives, has written letters addressing this issue.

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE: No reports.

SECRETARY: No report.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Mac McWhirter was unable to attend the meeting, but his report was read by Susan Hollyday.  The report indicated that TOS remains financially sound, despite the current economic crisis.  TOS funds are invested conservatively, mostly in high-quality bonds and money market funds, and this strategy appears to be offering some security against the huge losses that many investors have suffered.  As of September 30, 2008, the value of the fund was $209,000, down from the December 31, 2007, value of $226,000.

Membership renewal has remained stable over 2008, and it appears that, in spite of the economic conditions, TOS has fared better in new memberships and renewals than in the past several years.

One additional matter of note is that TOS has reduced its annual cost for Director’s and Officer’s insurance coverage from $1250 to $995 per year by prepaying two additional years of premiums.

CURATOR/WEB PAGE REPORT:  Curator and Webmaster Chuck Nicholson reported that a few new bird-finding guides have been added to the website since the last report.  Once again, he encouraged members to submit guides for their favorite birding sites, and he offered to help write them up if needed.  Through the website, Chuck receives several inquiries per week about where to bird and bird identification, and these inquiries often lead to new memberships for TOS.

MIGRANT EDITOR’S REPORT:  Migrant Editor Chris Welch reported that there are currently two issues in the queue; these will hopefully be published by the end of December.  Articles are always needed, and Chris asked chapter presidents to encourage members to submit reports and research articles.  Everything from reports of first sightings in a county up to actual research articles would be welcome.  Also, there is always a need for more reviewers; anyone interested in reviewing articles should contact Chris.

TENNESSEE WARBLER NEWSLETTER:  Tennessee Warbler editor Theresa Graham was not present, but Richard announced that the deadline for the December edition would be extended until November 14.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:  Committee member Linda Kelly announced that all committee members had assignments and would report in the spring.

TENNESSEE BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE (TBRC): TBRC Secretary Dean Edwards was unable to attend the meeting but submitted a report, which was read by committee member Kevin Calhoon.  The committee reviewed twenty-nine reports this year, including some that are still under consideration.  None of the reports would represent new additions to the state list; however, some of the more interesting reports under review include the potential second and third records for Townsend’s Solitaire and potential first breeding records for Northern Harrier, Sedge Wren, and Pine Siskin.  Full reports of TBRC actions for 2007 and 2008 will appear in The Migrant.  The committee thanked those who submitted sighting reports and encouraged everyone to continue submitting reports of new species and species on the Review List.  Report forms, instructions for reporting, and the Review List are all available on the TBRC page of the TOS website.  

No action is needed to appoint new members to the TBRC, as none of the current members’ terms expires this year. 

CONSERVATION POLICY COMMITTEE:  Committee Co-Chair Bob Hatcher gave a report on the recent activities of the committee.  Foremost on the list of actions was the issuance of the TOS policy statement on the hunting of Sandhill Cranes; TOS does not currently endorse a hunting season on Sandhill Cranes, and this policy statement, along with the reasoning in taking this stance, has been published in The Tennessee Warbler.  In addition, the Committee has taken action on a number of other issues:

Carbofuran Ban – TOS has continued to support the EPA ban on Carbofuran by submitting a letter and comments to the EPA.

Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act Reauthorization – TOS has submitted letters to the Tennessee congressional delegation in support of reauthorizing this legislation at a higher level of funding.  TOS members have also been encouraged to contact congressional representatives in support of the bills.

Proposed Changes to the Endangered Species Act – TOS has opposed a rule change that would weaken the requirements of the Endangered Species Act.

Invasive Weed Awareness Proclamation – TOS was listed as a co-sponsor of the Exotic Pest Plant Council’s 2009 Invasive Weed Awareness State Proclamation, which stresses the need for increased awareness and action regarding invasive plants in Tennessee.

Support of Klamath Basin Refuge – TOS signed onto a letter supporting the protection of Oregon’s Klamath Basin National Wildlife Refuges from commercial agriculture.

Lake Elevation for Barkley and Kentucky Lakes – TOS signed onto statements opposing proposed lake water drawdowns at Lake Barkley and Kentucky Lakes.

Bob indicated there are a couple of additional issues that the committee has been considering, which will be addressed in the New Business.

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH FUNDING COMMITTEE:  Committee Chair David Pitts reported on funding requests.  The committee recommended funding $300 to Jake F. Jung for his study on behavioral differences in wild and pen-raised Northern Bobwhites, $1000 to Andrew J. Laughlin for his study on Hermit Thrush and Veery habitat associations, and $1700 to Ana Raymundo for her study on effects of coastal development on avian migration stopover in coastal areas of the Yucatan.  As the committee is authorized to disperse the approved amounts without a further vote from the directors, the committee’s recommendations will be followed.

A question was raised about whether the funds can be used for studies outside of Tennessee.  This was clarified: the study has to be related to Tennessee birds but does not have to be based in Tennessee.  Another question was asked about whether recipients of funds will continue to present their findings at the Fall Symposium; David said recipients are very strongly encouraged to present at the meeting as well as to publish their results in The Migrant or elsewhere in print.  It was suggested that a link to the published results be available on the TOS website.

David closed his comments by saying that the committee needs help in getting the word out about available funding and soliciting applications.  Anyone who knows of someone who might be interested in applying should get the contact information to David.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: No report.

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE: No report.

COLLATERAL MATERIALS:  Donna Ward announced that she had patches and decals for sale on the front table, along with a copy of the Annotated Checklist of Tennessee Birds. 

TN-BIRD LISTSERV: TN-BIRD Moderator Wallace Coffey reported that everything is running smoothly and that there are very few instances of problems.  There are approximately 650 subscribers and growing.  A round of applause was offered to Wallace for this wonderful service to Tennessee birders.

OLD BUSINESS
Paperless Copy of Tennessee Warbler – Mac will put information in the dues notice that goes out to each chapter; this will allow members to opt out of receiving a paper copy of the Warbler.  The same information will also be included in the December edition of the Warbler.  Some confusion was expressed about how members will actually receive their copy; it was explained that members who opt out of the paper copy will receive an email notification with a link to download the Warbler to their computer.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Cherokee Wilderness Areas – Jeff Hunter of the Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition (and also a member of the Chattanooga Chapter of TOS) presented the directors with a campaign to expand designated Wilderness Areas of the Cherokee National Forest.  These Wilderness Areas would be protected from road-building and motorized equipment of any kind and would protect wildlife habitat and watersheds.  These areas would also be used for recreation, including hiking, wildlife watching, rock climbing, hunting, and fishing.  To get the necessary Congressional support for the designations, it will have to be shown that there is support for the plan from a diverse assemblage of community groups.  The Southern Appalachian Forest Coalition would like TOS to endorse the plan.  Due to time constraints, it was decided that discussion of a resolution of support be tabled until May 2009, and the issue will be reviewed by the Conservation Policy Committee in the meantime.

Lights Out – Bob Hatcher, standing in for State Ornithologist Scott Somershoe, introduced the Lights Out Program in Nashville, which aims to reduce unnecessary night lighting in the city to reduce the threat of nighttime collisions of migratory birds into buildings, conserve resources, save money, reduce greenhouse gas emission, and ultimately increase visibility of the night sky.  The focus would be on reducing external and internal lighting from 11 p.m. until sunrise during the spring and fall migration seasons.  Scott would like TOS to join the list of prominent conservation organizations in endorsing this initiative.  A motion was made and seconded to endorse the program, and the motion passed.

Resolution Thanking Gary Myers – The motion was made, seconded, and carried, that a resolution should be passed honoring Gary Myers, who is retiring as TWRA Executive Director, for his many years of service and leadership in conservation.  Discussion followed, and text that was ultimately adopted is below:

WHEREAS, Gary Myers, Executive Director of the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, plans to retire on March 1, 2009, after serving over 31 years in this position; 

WHEREAS, he has the longest tenure of any state fish and wildlife director; 

WHEREAS, he has been a national leader in developing and implementing the North American Waterfowl Management Plan (NAWMP) since its inception in 1986; 

WHEREAS, he was, until recently, Chairman of the Bird Conservation Committee of the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and today serves as vice-chairman; 

WHEREAS, he has been very active with initiating Partners in Flight (PIF) and other national and international bird conservation projects for many years; 

WHEREAS, he was, until recently, serving on the U.S. Tri-national Committee of the North American Bird Conservation Initiative (NABCI) and is today a PIF representative to NABCI; 

WHEREAS, he has promoted the integration of nongame and game management through aspects of the abovementioned programs, such as jointly managing for shorebird and waterfowl habitat; 

WHEREAS, he has supported high quality bird management in Tennessee which, among other accomplishments, has resulted in the restoration of Bald Eagles, Ospreys, and Peregrine Falcons;

WHEREAS, he has lent his support to the non-profit American Eagle Foundation and his personal blessings helped AEF sustain at least three early challenges to its survival; 

WHEREAS, TWRA has utilized state and federal funds for acquisition of many thousands acres of combined nongame and game habitat in Tennessee; and

THEREFORE, NOW BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Tennessee Ornithological Society commends Gary T. Myers for his many outstanding contributions to bird life in Tennessee, the United States, and the Americas.

The resolution passed unanimously.

Reestablishment of Bylaws Committee –  Richard would like to reestablish the Constitution Bylaws Committee to look at the details of the constitution and the various committees.  Richard will be making appointments to this committee and will try to hold a committee meeting at the Spring Meeting in Nashville.

Tennessee Conservation Voters – Virginia Reynolds passed out some information about the Tennessee Conservation Voters and pointed out that, while many conservation organizations are members of the group, TOS is not (although we have been in the past).  Virginia would like TOS to consider membership in this policy advocacy and lobbying organization; this would cost $300.  She suggested we take this up at the Spring Meeting.

Tennessee Environmental Council (TEC)– In the same vein as Virginia’s remarks, Chuck Nicholson commented that we used to be a member of TEC, but we haven’t been in several years.  Ken Dubke indicated that at one time, there was some opposition in the membership to becoming too involved in conservation issues, as it was viewed that this strayed from TOS’s focus on ornithology.  Things may have changed now, and this is something that should be discussed at the Spring Meeting.  In the past several years, TOS has been more heavily involved in conservation issues at the national level than at the state level, but this may be something that needs to be reconsidered.

Spring TOS Meeting – Nashville Chapter President Amy Potter announced that the Nashville Chapter would be hosting the Spring 2009 TOS Meeting in Nashville, May 1-3, 2009.  Details will be published in the upcoming edition of The Tennessee Warbler. 

Winter Meeting – The location of the Winter Meeting will be discussed over dinner after the meeting.

Sandhill Cranes – Richard asserted that, although TOS has made a resolution stating our position on the hunting of Sandhill Cranes, it is important that we maintain a handle on the situation.  The Conservation Policy Committee has handled most of this so far, but it may need to be spread a little broader.  Richard suggested the formation of a working group who will stay abreast of the issues and changes that arise as TWRA moves forward on this issue.  David Aborn and Scott Somershoe have already expressed interest in being a part of such a group.  Richard also suggested a survey or comment form that could be posted on the TOS website to solicit comments from members.  The bottom line is that we need to know what the issues are and what our position is.

Richard would like to get a survey out to the membership.

A question arose from Linda Kelly who said we were told in the spring that it would take three to four years for a plan to be developed.  David Aborn, as a member of the Eastern Sandhill Crane Subcommittee of the Mississippi Flyway Council, clarified the time frame.  The first calls for Sandhill Crane hunting in the Mississippi Flyway (the region in which Tennessee is located) came about three years ago, and the Flyway Council met at that time and determined that there was not enough information about the population status to formalize a plan at that time.  The issue was tabled pending collection of population data from each of the states involved until earlier this year, when the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) announced that a game management plan must be created for Sandhill Cranes, even if individual states, as is the case in Tennessee, have previously treated the species as a non-game species.  This is because the USFWS considers the Sandhill Cranes to be a game species, regardless of how individual states have treated them.  Therefore, a plan will likely be in place by Spring 2009, at which time it will be up to each state to determine whether to implement a hunting season. 

Vacancies on the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Commission – Richard made the suggestion that, with the retirement of Gary Myers and the impending vacancy of seats on the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Commission, TOS needs to be compiling a list of names and communicating to the governor who we would like to see appointed to those seats so that our views are represented in wildlife management policy.

More discussion on the Sandhill Crane hunting issue followed.

The meeting adjourned at 6:00.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Jennings McCall, Secretary
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